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CSS ALABAMA, 1862-64 & LATER CLAIMS

A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources

Originally christened Enrica, the CSS Alabama was constructed at the Laird Shipyards in Liverpool,
England. Launched 15 May 1862, the ship saw action in the Atlantic, Indian and Pacific Oceans, having
cruised nearly 75,000 miles before its 19 Jun 1864 sinking off the coast of Cherbourg, France, at the
hands of the USS Kearsarge.
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ALABAMA CLAIMS

Britain demanded compensation for losses to its commercial shipping inflicted by Confederate vessels
during the Civil War. Most of these claims were based upon damage at the hands of the CSS Alabama,
hence the name. Claims and US counterclaims were adjudicated by a tribunal (of British, American,
Italian, Swiss and Brazilian representatives) which met from Dec 1871 to Sep 1872 in Geneva,
Switzerland.
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