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Originally christened Enrica, the CSS Alabama was constructed at the Laird Shipyards in Liverpool, 
England.  Launched 15 May 1862, the ship saw action in the Atlantic, Indian and Pacific Oceans, having 
cruised nearly 75,000 miles before its 19 Jun 1864 sinking off the coast of Cherbourg, France, at the 
hands of the USS Kearsarge. 
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ALABAMA CLAIMS 
 
Britain demanded compensation for losses to its commercial shipping inflicted by Confederate vessels 
during the Civil War.  Most of these claims were based upon damage at the hands of the CSS Alabama, 
hence the name.  Claims and US counterclaims were adjudicated by a tribunal (of British, American, 
Italian, Swiss and Brazilian representatives) which met from Dec 1871 to Sep 1872 in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 
 
Balch, Thomas W.  The Alabama Arbitration.  Freeport, NY:  Books for Libraries Press, 1969 reprint of 

1900 edition.  150 p. JX238.A7. 
 
Beaman, Charles C.  The National and Private "Alabama Claims" and Their "Final and Amicable 

Settlement".  Wash, DC:  W.H. Moore, 1871.  358 p.  JX238.A7. 
 
Cook, Adrian.  The Alabama Claims:  American Politics and Anglo-American Relations, 1865-1872. 

Ithaca, NY:  Cornell, 1975.  261 p.  JX238.A7. 
 
Cushing, Caleb.  The Treaty of Washington:  Its Negotiation, Execution, and the Discussions Relating 

Thereto.  NY:  Harper, 1873.  280 p.  JX235. 
 
Dashew, Doris W.  "The United States and the Settlement of the Alabama Claims."  PhD dss, Columbia, 

1973.  278 p.  JX238.A7.D36.1973Microfilm. 
 
Davis, J.C. Bancroft.  Mr. Fish and the Alabama Claims:  A Chapter in Diplomatic History.  Freeport, 

NY:  Books for Libraries Press, 1969 reprint of 1893 ed.  158 p.  JX238.A7. 



CSS Alabama           p.5 
 
 
Dwinelle, John W.  American Opinions on the "Alabama," and Other Political Questions.  London: 

Quaritch, 1870.  74 p.  E599.A3.C8pam2. 
 
Gladstone, W.E.  Gladstone's "Kin Beyond the Sea".  Boston:  Directors of the Old South Work, 1907. 

20 p.  E173.44v8no190. 
 
Kirkland, Charles C.  Liability of the Government of Great Britain for the Depredations of Rebel 

Privateers on the Commerce of the United States Considered.  NY:  A.D.F. Randolph, 1863.  
JX238.A7. 

 
Papers Relating to the Treaty of Washington.  6 vols.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1872-4.  JX235.1871b. 
 
United States.  The Case of the United States, to be Laid Before the Tribunal of Arbitration, to be 

Convened at Geneva Under the Provisions of the Treaty Between the United States of America 
and Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1872.  204 p.  JX238.A445. 

 


